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Presbyterian Men's Conventions 


Presbyterian men are at it again . 


10,000 laymen. 


Church conventions—Presbyterian style—all start- 
ed with a man named “Jap” Patterson, head of a 
special division for men in the Presbyterian Church, 


U. S. Jap is a layman, former foot- 
ball coach and son of a Presbyterian 
minister. During the depression, he 
left college football to take a job 
with his Church’s Board of Christian 
Education. One thing led to another 
and he has become the “dean of ef- 
fective men’s work in American Pro- 
testantism.”’ 


.. The men are never disappoint- 
ed. Sometimes they sell their busi- 
nesses and go to Africa or Japan. 
Sometimes they throw away a life- 
time of achievement in the secular 
world and enter a seminary. More 
often... it’s a fairly — process. 
Patterson sums it up. 


“Men’s work is men working. The 
conventions sell ’em. The men go 
home and work.” 


. they’re hav- 
ing four conventions in four major, southern cities 
(Greensboro, N. C., Jacksonville, Fla., 
Tenn., and Dallas, Tex.) on four successive week- 
ends (October 19 to November 9) for a total of 


Nashville, 


BY HARVEY WALTERS 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
THE GENERAL COUNCIL 


Conventions feature about a dozen nationally- 
known speakers. At 9:00 a.m. you may hear a con- 
gressman. From 10:00 to 11:00 you meet others like 
yourself and sing the old hymns. If you’ve never 
heard three thousand men singing, ‘““‘When I Survey 


The Wondrous Cross,” you don’t know what you’ve 





S. J. PATTERSON, JR. 


been missing! At 11:00 you may hear a leading edu- 
cator, corporation executive or minister. 


The theme for this year’s convention is: “Christ 


And You - Partners For Action.” Six 
key speakers develop the theme by 
pointing out in succession that a man 
must be a partner with Christ: 
throughout the world; on his job; in 
his home; among his neighbors; in 
his church; and beginning with him- 
self. 


Barnum & Bailey could not im- 
prove upon the visual displays at a 
Presbyterian convention. Designed 
and assembled months in advance of 
the conventions, the huge broadsides 
are shipped from one city to another 
in four truck-trailers. This is just an- 
other Patterson technique. He says 
men remember only a small part of 
what they hear, but almost every- 
thing of that which they see. The dis- 
plays show it to them. 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, in the next four weeks, will present to its readers pictures 
and stories on each of these four conventions. Next week we will begin at Greensboro. On October 
24, the Jacksonville meeting will be featured. October 31, we will carry pictures and story on the 
Nashville meeting; and in the November 7 issue, the Dallas Convention. Watch for these important 
issues. Remember these stories and pictures covering the 1951 men’s conventions will appear in ad- 
vance of the conventions featured. Yet, timed so that any last-minute details can be included. Attend 
the convention nearest you and watch for free copies of THE JouRNAL on display showing you your 


convention. 
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Sir: 

Find check enclosed ... please 
renew my subscription for THE 
JOURNAL for another year. 1 
like (THE JOURNAL) very 
much ... especially the Sunday 
School lesson comments. I think 
these comments are worth the 
price of the paper. 

I am a Methodist Bible 
teacher ... but I do not use the 
Methodist literature, neither does 
our Church. We believe the Bible 
to be the inerrant, infallible Word 
of God. It seems to me that most 
of the churches today are teaching 
and preaching a social gospel and 
have left the faith of our fathers. 

I appreciate men like you have 
on your staff and the articles they 
are writing. Keep up the good 
work and may God richly bless 
you. As long as I can get the 
money and you keep up the high 
standards of your paper, I want 
it. Keep on bearing down on mod- 
ernism. 

E. HOBART REYNOLDS 


Troy, N.C. 





More On 
Worship Centers 
Sir: 

I have read your article on 
picture worship centers (THE 
JOURNAL, June 27, 1951), and 
Dr. Talmage’s letter which appear- 
ed (THE JOURNAL, July 25, 
1951). It has long been my feeling 
that this practice is not only con- 
trary to Presbyterian teachings, 
but also that there is a definite 
hidden danger in these worship 
centers becoming false gods in the 
minds of some of the worshippers, 
especially to those of immature 
years, with which groups (pic- 
tures) are actually used the most. 

I have talked about it with fel- 
low ministers and others in the 
church, some of whom see my 
point, but many of whom do not. 
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LETTERS 


Having been raised in New Or- 
leans, one of the centers of Roman 
Catholic teaching in America, I 
have seen pictures actually 
worshipped many times But to 
those who have not seen such 





things happen, it does not seem . 


possible that this could (occur) in 
America. All they can see is the 
original purpose of those who sug- 
gest worship centers—the idea of 
providing a more worshipful at- 
mosphere by using these pictures 
as an aid to worship. 


Worship centers do seem to 
create a better disciplined meet- 
ing, a meeting in which some por- 
tion of the teachings are brought 
more vividly into the minds of 
young people, and to some extent 
have a more lasting impression on 
them than a meeting in which such 
worship centers are not used. On 
the surface they seem like a splen- 
did aid in bringing into the minds 
of these young people a better 
understanding of the ever living 
presence of Christ. 

However there are several hid- 
den dangers that are not at once 
apparent. 

First, there is the danger that 
the worshipper will use the wor- 
ship center as a crutch, and will 
soon feel that he cannot worship 
God except in such surround- 
ings—thus losing his God - given 
privilege of daily and constant 
communication with the Father. 


Second, there is the danger of 
the worshipper worshipping the 
picture rather than God, which Dr. 
Talmage showed as happening on 
the mission field and which I have 
personally seen in New Orleans. 

Third, there is the danger of the 
worshipper beginning to lose the 
knowledge of God’s living pres- 
cnce wherever he may be, and 
confining his “living for God” to 


those times when he is in the 
presence of some such picture, 
feeling that at other times God 
“does not see him.” 

Fourth, there is the danger of so 
close indentification of God with 
the picture that Christ soon be- 
comes just a man—a good man it 
is true—but not the living Saviour, 
the Son of the Almighty God. 
These are just some of the dangers 
that are real, even if they are not 
at the time apparent. 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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EDITORIAL 


—_—_- 


The Auburn Affirmation 
Is Actually Not An 
Affirmation Of Faith 
But A ... DISSENT FROM 
EVANGELICAL TRUTH 

Using “the Gospel as a banner to crusade for 
some specialty, rather than as a means of proclaim- 
ing God’s love and redemption ... branding as lib- 


eral anyone who does not agree with a particular 
st of dogmas ... ” 





The above is a quotation from a letter recently 
received from a Northern minister; a letter written 
in defense of the signers of the Auburn Affirmation, 
although the writer said he himself would not have 
signed it. 


It is our sincere hope that this editorial will 
clarify in some measure the thinking of many with 
reference to this matter. 


The “specialty” and the “particular set of 
dogmas” which the sponsors of this Journal consider 
so very important have to do with the person and 
the work of our Lord Himself. These things are set 
forth in our Confession of Faith and in the cate- 
chisms of our Church, Truly a strange situation has 
arisen when to affirm these truths becomes a source 
of irritation and debate. 


This is the issue—either certain beliefs with refer- 
ence to the Bible and the records therein are true, 
or they are false. They cannot be both. Neither is it 
possible for those who hold these doctrines to be both 
true and essential to sit quietly by and see them 
questioned and denied. 


We have before us a copy of our Confession of 
Faith. As a layman we would urge other laymen of 
our Church to secure a copy, if they do not already 


have one, and to read this marvellous book for 
themselves, 


Setting forth in an orderly manner the great 
truths of Christianity, the Confession of Faith be- 
gins with the Holy Scripture itself. Showing the 
background necessity for the written Word and 
then giving the various books of the Old and New 
+estaments we are told: “All which are given by 
inspiration of God, to be the rule of faith and prac- 
tice.” Then, following a statement as to why the 
Apocrypha is not a part of the Scriptures, the Con- 


fession goes on: “The authority of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, 
dependeth not upon the testimony of any man or 
church, but wholly upon God (who is truth itself), 
the author thereof; and therefore it is to be received, 
because it is the word of God.” 


With a clearly stated reason why we accept both 
the reliability and the authority of the Scriptures, 
the Confession of Faith then proceeds to expound 
and to explain the great doctrines of Christianity, 
basing its position and sustaining its statements with 
copious quotations from the Bible itself. 


Therefore, the “specialty” and the “particular set 
of dogmas” which we accept, which are subscribed 
to by all Presbyterian ministers at ordination, and 
which are fully substantiated in the Word of God 
itself, are those set forth in our Confession of Faith. 
In contrast we have the so-called Auburn Affirma- 
tion, signed by more than 1,200 Presbyterian min- 
isters, which takes exception to at least five doctrines 


which are held by our Church, 


(a) The Confession of Faith, basing its position 
on the Scriptures, states: “The Old Testament in 
Hebrew—and the New Testament in Greek—being 
immediately inspired by God, and by His singular 
care and providence kept pure in all ages, are there- 
fore authentical ... ” The signers of the Affirma- 
tion state this does not mean that God has kept His 
Word from error. They further state that such a 
viewpoint, “impairs their supreme authority.” To 
laymen, and even to non-Christian jurists, such 
would seem to be some form of theological double- 
talk, difficult to sustain on the honest use of words. 


(b) The Confession of Faith, basing its position 
on the Scriptures, states that our Lord, “being con- 
ceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary, of her substance. So that two 
whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the Godhead 
and the manhood, were inseparably joined together 
in one person, without conversion, composition, or 
confusion. Which person is very God and very man, 
yet one Christ, the only mediator between God and 
man.” The signers of the Auburn Affirmation state 
that the Virgin birth of our Lord is a “theory” and 
that acceptance of the words of Scripture and of our 
Confession of Faith on this matter should not be a 
test either for ordination or good standing as a min- 
ister in the Church. 


(c) The Confession of Faith, quoting copiously 
from the Scriptures, teaches us that: “Christ, by His 
obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of 





the 
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all those that are justified, and did make a proper, 
real and full satisfaction to His Father’s justice in 
their behalf.” Also: “God is infinite and perfect 
love, having provided in the covenant of grace, 
through the mediation and sacrifice of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, a way of life and salvation, sufficient 
for and adapted to the whole lost race of man, doth 
freely offer this salvation to all men in the gospel.” 
The signer of the Auburn Affirmation says this is 
not necessarily true, that this is a “theory,” to be 
held or rejected without prejudice either to ordina- 
tion or good standing as a minister of the Church. 


(d) The Confession of Faith, basing its state- 
ments on the irrefutable record in the Word of God, 
says: “ ... The Lord Jesus ... was crucified and 
died, was buried ... On the third day he arose from 
the dead, with the same body in which he suffered, 
with which also he ascended into heaven ... ” The 
signers of the Auburn Affirmation say the bodily 
resurrection of our Lord is a “theory,” to be ac- 
cepted or rejected by the individual minister without 
prejudice to ordination or to good standing in the 


Church. 


The Confession of Faith is equally clear with 
reference to the total depravity of mankind, his lost 
condition outside of Christ, the personality of Satan, 
the actuality of Heaven and Hell. These truths, all 
or in part, are also held in question by some who 
insist that they are worthy of all confidence in the 


Church. 


We are not setting forth strange and new doc- 
trines. We are simply affirming those doctrines for 
which our Church stands and we are not being fa- 
cetious when we repeat that they cannot be both 
true and false. Nor do we agree that a fact can be 
“interpreted” so that it is no longer a fact but an 
error. 


Finally, we wonder if the Devil has not engi- 
neered a victory of sorts when he has made it neces- 
sary for Christians to spend so much time stating 
the content of Christianity itself, rather than using 
their time in the preaching and the living of the 
glorious gospel of redemption. We can sense the 
hurried rise to that question which might be voiced 
in words like this: “Exactly, why don’t you stop 
talking so much about meaningless doctrines and 
just magnify the love of God and of Christ?” 


Here is the reason: There is no such thing as 
either Christ or a Christian religion without doc- 
trines, Doctrine is simply the embodiment of a truth 
in a statement. The doctrine of the deity of our 
Lord is simply a statement of His oneness with God. 
The Confession of Faith states it as follows: “The 
Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, being 
very and eternal God, of one substance, and equal 
with the Father ... ” The doctrine of the virgin 
birth is that our Lord was born of a virgin; as 
stated in the Bible and as affirmed by our Confession 
of Faith. 


4 








Therefore, in order to give meaning to any state- 
ment with reference to the love of God and of 
Christ, it is absolutely necessary that we know Who 
Christ is and what He has done. It is the duty of 
every Christian to understand these matters for his 
own good and for his testimony to others. Further- 
more, when these truths, so clearly taught in the 
Word of God and catergorically affirmed in our own 
Confession of Faith, are held up to question or de- 
nied it is the duty of Christians to protest. 


Controversy is never pleasant but it is sometimes 
necessary. Christian truth has been kept pure from 
error only in that way. And in the five points under 
attack in the Auburn Affirmation we are not follow- 
ing “cunningly devised fables” when we affirm the 
truth and the importance of these things. 


If this is a “crusade for some specialty” and an 
insistence on ‘“‘a particular set of dogmas,” then this 
crusade and this insistence has been a part of Pres- 
byterianism from its inception and it is the dissenters 
who find themselves in the unpleasant and unworthy 
position of now denying those things they have 
sworn to uphold. —L.N.B. 





Seeing Jesus: 
The Mouth Of Jesus 


“Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged 
sword.” Rev. 1:16. “And he opened his mouth, 
and taught them, saying ... ” Matt. 5:2. 


The weapons of our warfare are not carnal; Jesus 
had no sword made of steel; but He had a sword 
sharper than the keenest steel: it was the sword of 
the Spirit, the Word of God. He used it in His 
battle with Satan in the temptation in the wilder- 
ness, and put His adversary to flight. 


“Then said Great-heart to Mr. Valient-for-truth, 
‘Let me see thy sword.’ So he showed it to him. 
When he had taken it in his hand, and had looked 
thereon a while, the guide said: ‘Ha! it is a right 
Jerusalem blade!’ It is so,’ replied its owner. ‘Let a 
man have one of these blades with a hand to wield 
it, and skill to use it, and he may venture upon an 
angel with it’.” Jesus had both the hand to wield it, 
and the skill to use it. 


I like to think of the two edges of this sword as 
truth and love. 


How the world needs truth! Satan is called the 
father of lies. He began his work with a lie. Lies 
and hatred are his favorite weapons. He blinds the 
mind and hardens the heart. 


All truth is valuable, but the truth the world 1 
in such dire need of, is moral and spiritual truth. 
Truth about God; truth about sin; truth about our 
selves; truth about the Way of Salvation. It 1s ® 
this sphere of truth that the devil has played havoc 
with the human race. He has befuddled the brains 
of men, so that they think crookedly, if at all, am 
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so act crookedly both in relation to God and their 
fellowmen. 


Jesus came to speak the truth and set men free 
from the ignorance, the superstition, the unbelief, 
and the slavery of sin and Satan. Grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ. 


How the world needs love! Envy, hatred, murder 
were the A B C’s of the devil’s first school. Men 
became hateful and hating one another. The world 
needs love between nations, between races, between 
classes; in the business world, in the home, in the 
church. 


The world needs a combination of truth and love. 
Jesus is the incarnation of these two. He is called 
The Word; He speaks the truth. He speaks from a 
heart of love. He goes forth conquering and to 


conquer. —J.K.P. 





Yea - Hath God Said? 


“When the tempter came to Jesus, he said, If 
thou be the Son of God ... Jesus said unto him, It 
is written... It is written ... it is written ... Then 
the devil leaveth him. 


“| may not return unto thee. For it was said to me 
by the word of the Lord, Thou shalt eat no bread 
nor drink water there. He said unto him, I am a 
prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto 
me by the word of the Lord, saying, Bring him back 
with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread 
and drink water. But he lied unto him. So he went 
back with him. The man of God . .. was disobedient 
unto the word of the Lord: therefore the Lord hath 
delivered him unto the lion, which hath torn him, 
and slain him, according to the word of the 
Lord ... Though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be ac- 
cursed ... Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee.” 


Gen. 3:1; Matt. 4:3,4,7,10,11; I Kings 13:16- 
19,26; Gal. 1:8; Ps. 119:11. 


(From “Daily Light For The Daily Path.’’) 





Judge Not... 
Contend Earnestly 
For The Faith 


The Bible gives us both of these injunctions. It 
lays each as a duty upon us. It may not be easy to 
reconcile the two duties intellectually, and it is cer- 
tainly not easy to harmonize them in life. But we 
have no right to use either to deny the other. 


In an effort to contend earnestly for the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints, we need to exer- 
cise care lest we pass judgment upon others. In an 
endeavor to meet both admonitions some of us try to 
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make a distinction between a man’s opinions and his 
heart. What comes from the top of a man’s head to 
his pen or typewriter may not be identical with the 
faith the Holy Spirit has put into his heart. While 
it is our duty to oppose the one—if and when it 
contradicts the Word of God—we must avoid judg- 
ing the other. Every one of us needs the mercy of 
God for himself and for his best formulations of 
the faith. Since the mercy of God is the logic of the 
Christian religion, I have no right to a better than 
thou attitude toward my brother. I am a sinner in 
God’s sight and know my own need of His mercy 
better than I know anyone else’s need. So may my 
contending for the faith once for all delivered be 
marked by humility and recognition of my own 
indebtedness to God. 


On the other hand, we cannot commend the atti- 
tude which takes refuge under the “judge not” in 
such a way as to deny or nullify the exhortation to 
contend for the faith. In fact sometimes this attitude 
seems to condemn the witness who is trying to con- 
tend for the faith and to shield the “liberal” whose 
teachings are upsetting that faith. It may take the 
form of condemning the defender of the faith for 
allegedly taking a better than thou attitude toward 
those whose teachings are dissolving the faith once 
for all delivered to the saints. And at the same time 
it may implicitly be affirming that the man who 
says so exclusively judge not is by that very act 
better than the defender who is allegedly judging 
the character of the “liberal” teacher. 


Now no one of us who is seeking to defend the 
faith is an angel. We have made mistakes and un- 
fortunately we shall make them in the future. But 
the Lord Jesus Christ has called us to be His ser- 
vants and His witnesses. We are trying to make 
that witness. If we have taken a holier than thou 
attitude toward some other person in his heart, may 
God forgive us this sin. 


But those who set forth in the Church the notion 
that they are better than we because they are too 
good to contend at all for the faith—might likewise 
examine themselves to see if they are exercising a 
holier than thou attitude toward us. Is it worse to 
judge a “‘liberal’s” teaching that emasculates the 
Gospel than to judge a conservative for the im- 
perfect way in which he is contending against this 
“liberalism ?” 


We confess great imperfection. We repent of the 
sins and imperfections in the witnessing we have 
done. But we do not repent of having witnessed for 
Him who died for our sins and rose for our justifi- 
cation. We do not repent of having contended for 
the faith once for all delivered to the saints. We are 
not convinced that those who contend imperfectly 
are less pleasing to God than those who do not con- 
tend at oll. We shall all give account at the 
judgment- eat ef Christ, that is, both those who in 
contending for the faith may have judged some 
‘tiberal,” and those who have judged their brethren 





for their imperfect way of contending for the 
faith—while they themselves have avoided contend- 
ing for that same faith. —Wn.C. R. 


Hidden Hunger 


“Hidden hunger” is not a catch phrase but one 
used in scientific circles having to do with dietetics. 
It simply means an individual may eat much and 
often and fail to include in his or her diet those 
things necessary for normal metabolism and a 
healthy body. The result is a constant urge to eat 
something but without resulting satisfaction. 





This world is full of people with hidden hunger 
for spiritual things. One often finds them in 
church—in some of our largest and most famous 
churches—and they often go away unsatisfield. The 
reason is simple. 


Instead of spiritual food they are given an eth- 
ical homily. 

Instead of being led to a personal relationship 
with our Lord they are urged to support a program; 
to share in some work. 


Instead of being brought to grips with the sin- 
fulness of their own hearts, their lost condition and 
their need of a Saviour, they are given a pat on the 


back. 


Instead of seeing their sin as it looks in the eyes 
of a holy God, sin is described in terms of social and 
economic and racial maladjustments. 


Instead of the redeeming work of our Lord on 
Calvary they are urged to follow His example and 
thereby become good. 


Instead of a sermon based on and backed up by 
the “Thus saith the Lord” of the Bible they are re- 
galed with modern science and literature and liberal 
quotations from men. 


Instead of bread they receive a stone. 


This is not written in criticism. It is written with 
the spirit of sounding an alarm, of giving a warning. 
Do the people to whom I minister find their souls 
and spirits nourished and strengthened with spir- 
itual food? 


Or... do they go away with a hidden hunger? 
—L.N.B. 





Viewing China 
From Macao 


The followiing is an extract from a letter written 
to me by my colleague on the faculty of the North 
China Theological Seminary, Dr. A. N. MacLeod, 
and dated August 25th, 1951: 


I am writing you from the Portuguese Colony 
of Macao. We came over here on Friday morn- 
ing from Hongkong, a four hour voyage through 
British Islands, across the mouth of the Pearl 
River, and into Portuguese waters. We hope to 
return on Monday. 








This is our first break this summer. We are 
getting a change of scenery, learning lots of 
history and geography, some rest and much 
strenuous seeing of old forts, lighthouses, 
public buildings, monuments, the first foreign 
hospital in the Far East, etc. Donald has been 
studying the history of Macao, pouring over 
maps and guide books this past two weeks, and 
made his own map of Macao and a list of places 
that must be seen. 


This place is much older than Hongkong—it 
was established four centuries ago, but now it 
has declined in importance and prosperity with 
the rise of the British Colony of Hongkong. 
Here are old narrow streets, cobble stones, 
rickshaws and peddicabs, etc. 


My main interest has been the grave of 
Robert Morrison in the old East India Comp- 
any’s cemetery. We have been there—it is in a 
sunken plot of land surrounded by high walls 
overgrown with luxurious tropical vegetation. 
Some early missionaries are buried there amid 
— and sailors who died in those far off 

ays. 


Another interest has been to climb two or 
three green hills within the boundaries of this 
little colony, on which were old forts, etc. and 
look across to China to the north and west—a 
forbidden land now again as it was then. It 
seems only a few hundreds of yards away. 
Morrison and Milne and others must have look- 
ed over to these hills of China and longed to be 
free to enter! Another interesting spot we have 
seen is the ruins of St. Paul’s Church with its 
cross high on the front facade, the sight of 
which inspired Sir John Bowring, Governor of 
Hongkong, to write in the 1840s the hymn: 


‘In the Cross of Christ I glory 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time.’ 


Nearly 150 years have passed since Morrison first 
entered Macao and labored on a translation of the 
Scriptures into Chinese, looking over into the for- 
bidden land with expectant faith which God did not 
allow to be disappointed. 


For an ever-increasing stream of missionaries 
poured into China and covered the length and 
breadth of the land, carrying the gospel of salvation 
into every province, city, and many villages, and 
establishing churches everywhere. Missionaries pour- 
ed in till the number reached into the thousands. 
Mission schools, colleges, hospitals and other institu- 
tions sprang up all over the land. Bibles and Chris- 
tian literature flooded the land. 


But now that great era has come to a sudden close 
and the iron curtain of Communism cuts off all 
China and the Chinese Christians from contact with 
the outside world. The missionaries still left in 
China are anxiously waiting to get out, and those 
who have gotten out can only look with wistful 
gaze and sad hearts into that forbidden country. 


But the Lord has established His Church in China 
on the rock and the gates of hell shall not destroy it. 
It will be severely tried and sifted but will come out 
triumphant. In the meantime what a challenge tt 
offers to our faith and importunate prayers! God 
will not forsake His own in China. Let us not for 
sake them either. —M. A. Hopkins. 
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Bible Survey 
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Sons Of 
Adam 
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cient people. 
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good litera- 
ture, you will 
love this 
book. 
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Theology 
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Of Christ 
The Inspira- 
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analysis of 
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LETTERS 


(Continued from Page 2) 


Personally, I also believe that 
the growing use of liturgy in the 
morning worship. service holds 
forth many hidden dangers as 
well. Some of these are the use of 
it as a substitute for true worship, 
praying from memory rather than 
from the heart, the substitution of 
responsive reading in the Church 
for Bible study in the home, the 
mechanical repeating of creeds 
and statements of belief without 
the understanding of what they 
mean, the use of “magic for- 
mulas” rather than the use of 
God-guided reasoning powers, and 
of course, the use by the minister 
of the liturgy to save toil and 
sweat in preparing real “food for 
the sheep.” 

Liturgy, too, seems to be a 
wonderful aid in securing a wor- 
shipful atmosphere, and an aid in 
getting the congregation to take 
part in the service. But if this 
atmosphere is brought about by 
the liturgy rather than a surrender 
to Christ, it is a false worship. If 
this participation by the congrega- 
ion is mereiy mechanical, it is 
blasphemous. 

I believe that there is a place 
for liturgy in the service, but that 
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it should be used sparingly, and 
used in such a way that the con- 
gregation has to think through 
what they are. repeating, rather 
than repeating it by rote. 

For illustration: the use of the 
Apostle’s Creed or the Lord’s 
Prayer every Sunday at the same 
part of the service becomes me- 
chanical, requiring little, if any, 
thought on the part of the re- 
peater. However, the use of either, 
or both, of these as a part of the 
service at undesignated intervals 
requires some concentration and 
thought on the part of the congre- 
gation for it is no longer an 
“every-Sunday-at-11:10- push- the- 
button-and- out- comes the- words” 
formula. 

Here again, as in the question 
about worship centers, a great 
many see only the good intention- 
ed aid and not the dangers. 

I have been wondering for some 
time if a thorough study of the 
rise and the use of pictures and 
liturgies in the history of the 
church would not show that when 
these were first introduced, the 
“good intentioned aid’ idea was 
the reason for their acceptance. 
if this is true, a weli presented 
tracing of the history of the use of 
pictures or other representations 
of the Godhead from the begin- 


ning “as an aid” to the “worship- 
ping” of the Roman Church just 
before the Reformation, and of 
the use of the liturgy as “an aid” 
to the “mass” and ritualistic ser- 
vices in a “language foreign to 
the people” would perhaps be one 
of the most helpful items in per- 
suading the Church to take warn- 
ing and to do away with these 
dangerous practices. Such a his- 
torical survey presented by a noted 
Church Historian, as (Dr. Robin- 
son) would bear much weight. 

L. W. ROBINSON 


HoneEA Partu, S. C. 
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Leaaeth Me 


( Psalm 23:2-3 ) 


By Rev. Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., D.D. 


ROANOKE, Va. 


N this brief beautiful way the Psalmist describes 

a great truth of our Christian faith and a great 

fact of our Christian experience, God’s pro- 
vidential guidance of His people. 


The words are the words of David. He says it 
twice, “He leadeth me.”’ Some people think he was 
a young man when he wrote the 23rd Psalm. They 
think that some night under the stars on the hills of 
Bethlehem, watching his father’s flock, so helpless, 
so foolish, so easily led astray, he wrote, “The Lord 
is my shepherd—He leadeth me.” 


I am inclined to think (with others) that he 
wrote the Psalm in old age. Looking back over a 
singularly checkered career with much of joy and 
sorrow, much of success and failure, he felt that 
through it all he had been divinely led, and he said, 
“He leadeth me.” 


Can you say it today? Do you feel that through 
your life there has been God’s providential care and 
guidance? There are few things that bring us more 
comfort. 


I. 


HAT God leads His people is taught through- 
out the Bible. 


It is taught in the Old Testament. The verse that 
comes to mind is Proverbs 3:5-6. “Trust the Lord 
with all thine heart and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him 
and he will direct thy paths.” 


This verse was the text of the first sermon preach- 
ed by the author. He has preached this sermon in 
every church of which he has been pastor. But look- 
ing back over his life he is sure that he has not 
preached it enough. We should lay great emphasis 
upon this comforting fact of God’s guidance. 


A second verse that comes to mind is Job 23:10, 
“He knoweth the way that I take.” This brings to 
mind an incident related by Dr. W. R. Dobyns. He 
was talking to an engineer as he oiled his engine in 
a railway station in Kansas City, Mo. He asked him 
if he was ever afraid when he drove his engine 
through the dark and and the engineer answered, 
“No, and I wiill tell you why.” Then, drawirg 
from his overalls pocket a tiny copy of the Bible he 
turned to this verse and read with a smile, “He 
knoweth the way that I take.” 


We find it in the New Testament. There is John 
10:3, “He calleth his own sheep by name and 
leadeth them out.” It is helpful to remember that 
Jesus not only saves us from the guilt of our sin, 
not only delivers us from our sin but will lead us. 


And we find it in Romans 8:14, “As many as 
are led by the spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God. “It is entirely permissable to reverse the clause 
in this passage and read, “As many as are the sons 


of God they are led by the spirit of God.” 


We have only grazed the surface of Bible teach- 
ing. The fact of God’s guidance is taught from one 
end of the Bible to the other. 


Il. 


HAT God leads us we sing in our hymns. 
There is the old hymn: 


“Guide me, O Thou, Great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land, 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty, 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand.” 


There is another greatly beloved hymn: 


“All the way my Saviour leads me, 
What have I to ask beside? 
Can I doubt the tender mercy 
That through life has been my guide?” 


And there is the even more familiar and beloved 
hymn: 
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“Jesus Saviour, Pilot me, 
Over life’s tempestuous seas, 

Unknown waves before me roll 
Hiding rock and treacherous shoal, 

Chart and compass come from Thee, 
Jesus Saviour, Pilot me!” 


Take your hymnbook, and look for the hymns and 
stanzas where we sing this wonderful fact of God’s 
guiding hand! 

Ill. 


HAT God leads us we find in the experience 
of Christians. 


There was Abraham’s steward. There is no more 
touching story in the Bible. Abraham wanted his 
sn to marry a woman who believed in the same 
God that he believed in and who had the same 
high ideals. He laid upon his steward the most 
difficult task ever given to a servant. He was to go 
back to the old home in Padan-Aram and find a 
wife for Isaac. No wonder the steward asked, “Per- 
adventure the woman will not be willing to follow 
me?” The most interesting touch in the whole story 
is that after the steward had reached Padan-Aram 
and found Rebekah he was perfectly sure that God 
had led hiim. He said, “I being in the way the 
Lord led me.” 


There was Paul. He had been doing a wonderful 
ministry in Asia Minor, There were whole sections 
that he had not touched, but God wanted His 
gospel preached in Europe. And so Paul was “for- 
bidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in 
Asia.” So Paul “assayed to go into Bithynia but the 
Spirit suffered them not.” In other words, Paul 
tried to go to the right, and God blocked his path. 
He tried to go to the left and that did not work out. 
So he went straight ahead, answering the call of 
the man of Macedonia, “Come over and help us.” 


There is an engineer who ran a locomotive on the 
Norfolk and Western Railroad for 50 years. Most 
of this time he ran his engine under the handicap of 
having lost one limb in a wreck. A friend was talk- 
ing with him recently about his long life. The friend 
said, “I suppose you can say like Abraham’s servant, 
‘the Lord led me’.” And the answer came with a 
smile of confidence and peace: “Yes, and through 
many a hairbreadth’s experience!” 


A minister who has preached the Gospel for 
more than 40 years recently said that through all his 
life he had been conscious of God’s guiding hand. 
He mentioned three particular instances, his decision 
to be a minister, his choice of a wife, and his com- 
ing to his present field of service. 


Again we ask, Can you say, “He leadeth me?” 


ill you say in the words of one of our most 
beautiful hymns: 


“Lord, I would clasp thine hand in mine, 
Nor ever murmur nor repine, 
Content whatever lot I see, 
Since ’tis my God that leadeth me.” 
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MEMORIALS 


that never die 


| pameaye funds, perpetuating the memory 
and the good works of parents, wives, 
husbands, or other loved ones, are building for 
our Board of World Missions a substantial en- 
dowment from which the income, down through 
the years, will carry the Gospel to distant cor- 
ners of the earth. 


Many members of our Church have found this 
an ideal way to invest some of their means in 
Christian giving. More and more of these Me- 
morials are being established each year with 
our Board. Permanent funds may be started 
with a small amount and additional deposits 
made from time to time as convenient. 


If you would like to know about them, we will 
be glad to send you full information concerning 
Memorial Funds and to answer any questions 
you may wish to ask. Address: 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 








SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR OCTOBER 21 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Joseph's Part In God's Plan 


Scripture: Genesist 37; 39; 41——47; 50. De- 
votional Reading: Psalm 105:12-24. 


“He sent a man before them, even Joseph.” (Psalm 105:17). ““The word of the Lord tried him.” Joseph 
was a tested man, prepared for a special time. “And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous 
man.” (Gen. 39:2). This verse, in one of the Old English Versions, is rendered: “And the Lord was with 


Joseph, and he was a ‘luckie’ man.” We usually use the word “luck” nowadays in the sence of “chance.” 


There was no mere “‘chance” in the life of Joseph. 
The guiding and over-ruling Providence of God is 
seen in a marvellous way in the life of this man. The 
Lord was with Joseph, and he was a “luckie” man. 
Even in the dark days when it seemed his “luck” 
was against him, God was with him and training 
him for the place he was to occupy and the work he 
was to do. The brothers meant it for harm, but the 
Lord turned it all into good. 


The fascinating story of Joseph, ranks in popu- 
larity with that of David among children and grown 
people, is familiar to us all. In the space I| have I 
wish to touch some of the “high spots” of his career. 


I. Joseph, the Young Man: 
Genesis 37 :1-35 


“Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his chil- 
dren.” This was very natural, for he was the son 
of his old age, and also the son of his favorite wife, 
Rachel, but it was, seemingly, very unfortunate for 
Joseph. He showed his partiality by making him a 
coat of many colors, a princely garment. 


I heard Joseph’s brothers called “rough-necks” by 
one of our most popular preachers, and the term 
suits them very well. When they saw that their 
father loved Joseph they hated him and could not 
speak peaceably to him. This, too, was natural. The 
spirit of envy and jealousy is always present in the 
unregenerate breast. It takes a changed heart, chang- 
ed by the power of God, to not have such feelings. 
This spirit is at the bottom of a great many tragedies 
in the lives of the men and women of the world. 


Joseph dreamed two dreams, and told them. There 
may have been a touch of boasting, and of a feeling 
of superiority in his telling of his dreams. We can- 
not tell. His father felt moved to rebuke him rather 
mildly when he told the second dream, asking if 
even his father and mother would bow to him. We 
can easily see the reaction of the brothers; they were 
“green with envy,” and filled with hatred and a 
desire for revenge. 


Their opportunity came soon. Jacob unwisely 
made this younger boy a sort of “overseer.” He sent 
him to find his brothers and bring him word as to 
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their doings. It appears that this was a most foolish 
act on the part of Jacob, who could hardly be 
ignorant of the feelings of these “rough-necks.” 
When they saw him in the distance they immediately 
began to plot his destruction. “Behold, this dreamer 
cometh’—“we will see what will become of his 
dreams.” They would have killed him if Reuben 
had not persuaded them to cast him into a pit,, ex- 
pecting to later rescue him and restore the lad to his 
father. 


While Reuben was away a band of Ismaelites 
came by, and at the suggestion of Judah they sold 
him to them for twenty pieces of silver. Although 
deeply distressed, Reuben did not have the courage 
to tell Israel the truth, but fell in with the false 


story which they agreed to tell their father. So they 
take the coat of many colors, dip it in blood, and 
let the heart-broken father draw his own conclusion. 
The scene in verse 35 is one of the most distressing 
in all history. It is hard to%ee how these men could 
have such hard hearts and seared consciences. 


Il. Joseph, a Slave in Egypt: 
Gen. 37:36; 39:1——41 :36. 


This period in Joseph’s life falls into two parts: 
(1) his stay in Potiphar’s house, and (2) his im- 
prisonment. 


Sold by the Ishmaelites to Potiphar, captain of the 
guard, his master, realizing that God was with him, 
left all that he had in his hands. For a time all goes 
well, and then the heaviest blow falls. Resisting the 
advances of the wife of Potiphar, who became 1n- 
fatuated with the handsome stranger, he is falsely 
accused by her and cast into prison. The injustice o! 
this must have been a severe test of Joseph’s faith is 
God, for it was his loyality to God which had savel 
him in the hour of temptation. “How then can I 
this great wickedness and sin against God,” had 
been his reply to this wicked woman. He knew that 
his sin would not only be against his master who 
trusted him, but against God. We have a fine ir 
sight into the purity and integrity of Joseph’s char 
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acter, in these words, and also into his deeply re- 
ligious life. 


The Lord was still with Joseph in the king’s 
prison, and he was soon the overseer. No matter 
what the circumstances, he rose to the top. (Chapter 
40 gives the dreams and interpretations of the butler 
and baker). It ends with a sad note; “yet did not 
the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgot him.” 


In Chapter 41 we have the dreams of Pharoah, 
and the chief butler remembers Joseph and the in- 
terpretation of the dreams in the prison, and tells 
Pharoah of his experience. This gives Joseph his 
opportunity and he takes advantage of it to the best 
of his ability. Note this, however; “And Joseph 
answers Pharoah, saying, It is not in me: God shall 
give Pharoah an answer of peace.” 


In all these varied experiences of Joseph we get 
aclear picture of his splendid character. His courage, 
faith and patience under the trials and troubles 
through which he passed; his purity and nobleness ; 
his loyalty to God and to those who trusted him. 
God must have been very real to him, for it took the 
grace of God to enable him to endure. We can see, 
too, how he was being fitted for his place as ruler 
of Egypt. That somewhat spoiled lad was made into 
as fine a character as we find in the Bible. There is 
no big blot of sin to mar the picture. 


Ill. Joseph, the Ruler of Egypt: 
Genesis 41 :37-50. 


From a slave to the virtual ruler of Egypt! Few 
men have had such a swift and spectacular rise to 
power, and fewer still have deserved it as he did or 
performed the duties as magnificently: he was every 
inch a king, and Pharoah on the throne was beneath 
him in true nobility. He makes us think of Daniel 
who rose to such great power; in fact, these two 
men have much in common, for they were almost 
faultless in character. 


The remaining chapters in the life of Joseph are 
dramatic and touching. The visits of his brethren to 


buy corn; his recognition of them, while he remains 
unknown; his treatment of these men, as he seeks to 
find out whether they have changed, and to what 
extent; his forgiveness of them, so wholehearted and 
genuine; his sending for Benjamin; his later sending 
for Jacob and the wonder of the old father as he 
finds his favorite son alive and powerful; all this 
makes a story which has no equal scarcely in all 
literature. 


There are several lessons we should learn, and 
interesting facts we might stress. For instance, what 
Joseph said in regard to all the strange and unto- 
ward circumstances of his career: “ye meant it for 
evil, but God meant it for good,” He recognizes the 
Providence of God in his life. As I grow older, I 
often look back and see the same thing, and I believe 
all of God’s children have similar thoughts. We 
cannot see the “good” in many trials until much 
later. 


Notice, too, that God was dealing with the 
brothers. They are a chastened, sobered, and chang- 
ed group as they stand conscience-striken in the 
presence of their younger brother and remember 
how they mistreated him. The terrible grief of their 
father, the secret burden of their sin, and other ex- 
periences had wrought wonders in the hearts of 
these rough men. Judah’s plea for Benjamin and 
his willingness to take his place reveals a radical 
change in this older brother. It ends in this touching 
way: “For how shall I go up to my father, and the 
lad be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil 
that shall come on my father.” (see Gen. 44:18-34) 
The Judah who makes this noble plea is a far 
different person than the coldhearted man who sold 
Joseph into slavery. 


There is no scene more touching than the one in 
which he makes himself known to his brothers. The 
tears come to our eyes as we read of the weeping 
brothers. Then, the wonder of Israel as he sees the 
wagons coming to take him to Egypt and finally is 
forced to believe the news which is “too good to be 
true.” 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 21 


Churches kor Our Cities Needs 


The war years have made many of our people “nomads,” and have produced a continuous shift of popu- 
lation throughout the nation. Whole towns have been moved to make room for huge plants, and industrial 
communities have sprung up over night. Many of our cities have doubled their population in a few short 
years. Farms and fields have been covered with water throughout our Southland, and power provided by 
the great TVA dams has attracted hundreds of 
industries, adding to the already rapidly growing 
communities, The threat of was has again created a 
demand for men in the armed forces and for labor 
to produce the goods and supply them with the im- 
plements of war. The challenge of change is still 
before us, and a burden of responsibility has been 
thrust upon the church that must be faced by young 
and old alike. As we face the needs of the hour, let 
us consider the church in the midst of it all. 



























Wherever people are, there are the needs and 
problems of the human heart, and there are souls 
waiting to be won to the Lord Jesus Christ. Some- 
times, in our larger cities, the population moves, 
residential areas shift, and churches are left stranded, 
fighting to hold their own. Why not move? Follow 
the people with the gospel. Our work for Christ does 
not depend on a building, for ‘““He dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands,” nor on any sentiment 


1. The Place of The Church that may be attached to a location. As good soldiers 
(First Speaker) of Jesus Christ we must obey orders and go wher- 
ever the people are that we might minister in the 

Whether it be in town or country, industrial or name of Christ. “In the world, but not of the 
residential community, the place of the church is world,” sent by the Saviour to do His blessed will. 


ever the same. Its place is “in the world,” wherever 
there are souls in darkness, wherever there is need. 
Remember the Lord Jesus said, as He prayed for 


2. The Purpose of the Church. 
(Second Speaker) 


His own, “As thou has sent me into the world, even The Lord has set His Church in the midst @ 
so have I also sent them into the world.” He had the world for a particular purpose. What is that 
pointed to the waving fields of grain, and said in purpoce? Is it cimnly to teech men hew to live 
effect to His disciples, ““The people of earth are like tegether? Is it to raie the tan }ird of living? [o 
these fields, ready to be harvested. Go and pray, that provide for unfortunates? To inaintain moral and 
they may be gathered in.” ethical standards? 
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All of these things are good, and indeed, are by- 
products of the service rendered by the church, but 
none is the purpose of the church. The singular 
purpose of the church is to win souls to Jesus Christ. 
“As the Father has sent me, even so send I you,” 
and “I came to seek and to save that which was 
lost.” “I came... to call sinners to repentance.” Our 
shorter catechism teaches that ‘man’s chief end is to 
glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.” In the 15th 
chapter of John our Lord teaches us how this end 
may be realized: “Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples 
_.. These things have I spoken unto you, that my 
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be 


fulfilled.” 
If the church is to glorify God and fulfill His 


purpose it must be a soul winning church. People 
often say, “But the Presbyterian church is not 
evangelistic ; it does not believe in evangelism.” They 
simply do not know that the Presbyterian church 
was born in revival; that the ministry of John Knox 
was that of a flaming evangel who cried before the 
throne of God, “Give me Scotland or I die!’ Some- 
one has very pertinently remarked that our church 
“was born in revival fires, but now we are walking 
around in smoke.”’ Well, we must admit to some 
truth in the charge. We should be praying that the 
wind of God’s Spirit might fan the spark that re- 
mains into a flame of fire that will burn out the 
dross and light the way for men to come to Christ. 


Let us not for a moment forget that our task is 
to preach the gospel to the ends of the earth that 
men might believe and be saved! Our purpose is to 
win souls! Sometimes we get so busy with commit- 
tees we forget our commitment to God; get so 
occupied with programs that we lose our passion for 
souls; we are so busy planning what we are going 
to do that we forget what God has told us must be 
done. Instead of setting our hearts to do the will of 
God, we are like the man who got on his horse and 
rode off in all directions. “This one thing I do!” 
Let’s get down to business and concentrate of the 
“one thing” God has called us to do; let us be faith- 
ful in seeking men for Christ. 


3. The Power of The Church. 
(Third Speaker) 


Suppose a man had plenty of raw materials, an 
excellent plant equipped with machines designed to 
produce a desirable commodity, and machine opera- 
tors capable of handling the equipment, what else 
would be needed? Certainly he would need power 
to turn the wheels of industry and begin production. 


In our churches we have the very best of equip- 
ment, a well-trained ministry, a capable constituency 
(a Presbyterian word for membership), and the 
Gospel message. Why then are we not producing 
results in keeping with our assets? 


I think the answer is simple. 
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We lack spiritual power. 


Paul tells us that the gospel is “the power of God 
unto salvation.” The Greek word for power is 
dunamis; from which we derive our English words 
dynamite, dynamo, dynamic, etc. POWER! DYN- 
AMITE! This is contained in the gospel! Why do 
we not see it in operation? For one thing, we don’t 
really look to the gospel for power to carry on the 
work of the church. Too often it is power politics 
rather than power preaching. We have become 
“methodists” in depending more on the method 
than the message. We haven’t really expected God 
to do very much, and the results have been according 
to our faith. Hundreds of our churches recorded no 
additions on confession of faith last year. Few have 
experienced any signs of spiritual awakening. If we 
would stop promoting and start praying, have less 
of the supper room and more of the upper room, less 
feasting and more fasting, stop “trying” and start 
trusting, look less to the leadership of men and more 
to the power of God, we would begin to see real 
progress in the life of the church and the revival 
for which we are longing would break forth upon 
us. If we are going to meet the needs of the multi- 
tudes at our very doors; if the swelling populations 
of our towns and cities are to be won to Jesus 
Christ, we must look with the eye of faith to Him 
who is “able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us.” 


SUMMARY 


The place of the church is “in the world,” among 
the lost and dying souls about us. Its purpose is to 
win these souls to Jesus Christ, thus bringing glory 
to God and experiencing His joy within our hearts. 
Its power is the gospel of a crucified, buried, risen, 
reigning and returning Saviour, preached in the 
Spirit with compassion and faith, 


WOMEN’S WORK 


“To Those Of Our Own Household” 
By Mrs. J. M. Williams, Jr. 





(This is the third in a series of three articles on 
relations in the Christian home. ) 


A mother was invited to a woman’s club where 
the teachings of a great philosopher were to be 
discussed. She went feeling the program would be a 
great contrast to her three meals a day and endless 
ironing. She came away a sobered woman for she 
had learned that what you would have in the state, 
you must first put in the minds of the children. He 
had said the way to change things quickly was to 
start with the children. How clearly we in our life- 
time have seen this work in youth organizations in 
other lands; how we need to profit by it and give 
our own youth right objectives and right goals. The 
Preacher in Ecclesiastes said it this way: “Remem- 
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy youth while 
the evil day come not nor the years draw nigh when 
thou shalt say I have no pleasure in them.” Proverbs 
say it this way: “Train up a child in the way he 
should go and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” A wise mother said, “I know no better 
way to make your children what you want them to 
be than by being what you want them to become.” 


If we would have the youth in our homes sur- 
rendered to God’s will, we ourselves must set them 
the example and be able to pray ernestly and sin- 
cerely: 


“Laid on Thine altar, O my Lord Divine, 
Accept my gift this day for Jesus’ sake 
I have no jewels to adorn thy shrine, 
No far famed sacrifices to make. 

But here within my trembling hand, 
I bring this will of mine, 

A thing that seemest small yet Thou, 
O Lord, canst understand 

How when I yield Thee this, 

I yield mine all. 


Take it dear Father, erer my courage fail 
And merge it so in Thine own will that 
Even if in some desperate hour 

My cries prevail and Thou give back my gift 


It may have been so purified, so blest, 

So one with Thee, 

So altogether fair, 

I may not see or know it as mine own, 

But gaining back my will may find it Thine.” 


A mother was telling her little son of the coming 
of the Christ-child. She told him how the shepherds 
on the cold Judean hillside had seen the glory of the 
Lord and how the angels sang, “Glory to God in 
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the highest, and on earth peace, good will.” She told 
him how the Wise Men from afar had brought their 
gifts of gold, frank-incense and myrrh as an offering 
to the little king. The young lad crossed to his 
mother’s side and said, “Oh mother, I wish I might 
have lived at that time and brought gifts to the 
king.” The mother looked at her small son and with 
tears in her eyes she said, “But son, He left a 
message for you.” “A message for me?” asked the 
boy. “Yes,” said the mother, ‘“‘a message for you. He 
asks that you serve Him till He comes again.” 

The greatest privilege and joy that may be ours 
as parents, teachers and friends of youth is to so 
teach and to so guide and to so live that they too, 
may give themselves willingly and joyously as gifts 
to the king. 





BOOKS 


THE THEOLOGY OF REINHOLD NIE- 
BUHR, by Edward J. Carnell. Eerdmans. $3.50. 

Reinhold Niebuhr is usually classified as a Chris- 
tian Realist. As such he is one of the most prominent 
among this group. As a professor in Union The- 
ological Seminary of New York he wields a power: 
ful influence over his students and also through hi 
writings. He is especially known as “a Prophet a 
Reform.” From his early days as a preacher 
Detroit he has been deeply interested in championing 
the cause of labor. Because of his interest in su 
matters he is frequently spoken of as a “socio-ethi 
theologian.” 
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Early in Niebuhr’s life he was strongly influenced 
by Karl Marx, the father of Communism. Quite 
often he gives evidence of this influence in his writ- 
ings. In his book, “Reflections on The End of an 
fra,” he frankly states that he is moving politically 
to the left and religiously to the right. He contends 
that he is strongly opposed to the anti-religious view- 
points of Marxism but has great respect for its 
eonomic teachings. 


Niebuhr goes along with the Barthian School in 
placing emphasis on the necessity of a Divine reve- 
lation, Differing from Barth but agreeing with 
Brunner, he recognizes two kinds of revelation which 
te distinguishes as private—individual, and public, 
revelation. In explaining these two, however, he 
follows his own course and says that the former, as 
being also universal in spite of the fact that it is 
individual, can also be called general revelation. He 
tells us that the public revelation is God’s revelation 
in the course of history, including the history of the 
Jews and also the life of Christ. Private revelation 
comes to man in momentary impressions which God 
makes on man on many occasions and in the light of 
which man must work out his destiny. In saying all 
this, it would be wrong to infer that Niebuhr has 
returned to the Bible as God’s special and infallible 
revelation. He maintains that it is impossible to re- 
tum to this position as he holds it to be antiquated. 


This volume by Dr. Carnell evaluates the the- 
ology of Niebuhr from one controlling concept—the 
dialectical relation between time and eternity. Car- 
nell respects Niebuhr’s psychological understanding 
of the inevitability of pride and egotistic self-asser- 
tiveness in all individual and collective expression, 
(save for his interpretation of the first and second 
Adam), plus his excellent expression of agape love 
as the final definition of the law of life. Here he 
feels that Niebuhr is both profound and convincing. 


Dr. Carnell appraises Niebuhr’s theology from 
the perspective of Reformation theology. He makes 
no apology for his personal acceptance of Reform- 
ation theology as his norm. He writes, “One cannot 
shed his own presuppositions as he would a jacket.” 
Niebuhr uses many theological terms employed by 
orthodox theologians such as regeneration, conver- 
sion, justification, sanctification and even the return 
of Christ and a final judgment. In spite of the em- 
ployment of these terms, Carnell warns us against 
coming to the conclusion that Niebuhr is returning 
to the truth as revealed in the Scriptures. Niebuhr 
acepts the Divine authority of the Bible only in so 
at as Biblical teachings suit his purpose and do not 
annul the tension between time and eternity. If they 
appear to do this he adopts one of two courses. He 
either rejects them outright or he resorts to a 
mythical interpretation of them. In his writing he 
speaks of the myths of creation and the fall and 
even of the myth of Christ. He tries to distinguish 
etween the Jesus of history who was a mere man 
ind the Christ of faith, the creature of the imagin- 
tion representing an ideal that has saving signific- 
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ance. He gives a figurative interpretation to the 
resurrection, the ascension, and the return of Christ. 
He speaks often of the cross of Christ and its 
significance, but nowhere does he say that sinners 
are saved by the blood that Christ shed on the cross. 
He looks with disfavor upon the doctrine of the 
penal substitutionary atonement of Christ. When 
Niebuhr is weighed in the balances of Biblical the- 
ology or Reformed theology he is found wanting. 
Let our young theologians be not deceived at this 
point. Anyone who accepts the view that Christ was 
a sinner is surely an unsafe guide to follow. Anyone 
who holds that Jesus is not literally God in the 
flesh denies the most fundamental of all Christian 
doctrines. 

Carnell is impressed by the fact that the amazing 
thing about Niebuhr’s rejection of Christ’s meta- 
physical Divinity and the concomitant doctrine of 
sinlessness is that it does not seem to trouble him 
much. He comments, “The issue is bypassed with 
almost an air of aloofness. Christian faith seems to 
be so busy living with the terms of the dialectic that 
ness of every individual act of any actually historical 
action of the historical Jesus into the symbol of this 
perfection.’ In other words, the Jesus of history 
appears merely to be a convenient locus, to pin the 
Christ symbol to, for He was simply more consistent 
in his agape living than others. But one must note 
that if Socrates had been more consistent in his life 
and little more successful in his oracular contacts 
with eternity, he then would be the ‘Socratic faith,’ 
and our hope, not the cross, but ‘the flask of hem- 
lock.’ Jesus was just more consistent in his con- 
formity to the will of God than was either Socrates 
or Ghandi; but He, not less than they, was a sinner. 
‘It is not possible for this reason to assert the sinless- 
ness of every individual act of any actually historical 
character.’ ” 


According to Niebuhr, Jesus was “a child of his 
times” in everything but His revelation of love. 
Jesus was literalistic in his view of the Old Testa- 
ment, of his metaphysical continuity with God, of 
his claims to sinlessness, of his eschatology and a 
whole host of other non-dialectical commitments. He 
thought of a literal heaven and hell, a literal enter- 
ing of God into history, a literal end to history. 
“Niebuhr would have us to wade through all of 
Christ’s sins and errors and see in him a token of 
how God is finally going to solve the problem of 
sin. Faith must take that which is worthwhile out of 
the life of Christ and discard the rest.” Carnell 
expresses the idea thus, “Whatever is sub-agape in 
Christ is the kernel. Here the old wine of liberalism 
is simply poured into the new bags of dialectical 
thought.” 


In our judgment Carnell has been fair and 
objective in his appraisals. He has performed a use- 
ful service in giving this analysis and evaluation of 
the theology of Reinhold Niebuhr. His skill and 
penetration into Niebuhr’s views are to be com- 
mended. We place a high value on this timely dis- 
cussion. —John R. Richardson. 
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